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• Problem: Area schools rely somewhat heavily on law enforcement to 
punish juvenile inappropriate or criminal behavior. Student behavior in 
schools is often criminalized, thus leading to an overreliance on the criminal 
justice system to solve behavioral problems. Students who engage in fights, use 
inappropriate words, or damage property risk incurring a criminal record that can 
prevent them from obtaining student loans, professional certifications, housing, 
and/or citizenship. In previous decades, such behavior would have been handled 
at the school level. The result? Too many students fall into the school-to-prison 
pipeline because they incur criminal records. This is especially true in Texas 
where students age 17 and above are considered adults for criminal justice 
purposes.  
 

o Solution: Expand Restorative Justice in Area Schools. Laurie Eiserloh 
will work to expand restorative justice programs in area schools so that 
school communities can come together to resolve problems before 
students are involved in the criminal justice system. Restorative justice 
programs already exist in some area schools, but they must be taken to 
scale in order to be effective on a widespread basis and successfully 
disrupt the school-to-prison pipeline. Laurie will work with all relevant 
stakeholders: County and District Attorneys, Trustees, law enforcement 
officers, administrators, teachers, and most importantly, students and their 
families, in order to expand restorative justice programming in area 
schools. 

 
• Problem: Young people coming into the criminal justice system often don’t 

know about specialized criminal justice programs for juveniles. A 
specialized court, “Project Engage” exists for young people who have aged out of 
the juvenile system and who have committed misdemeanors, but the 
misdemeanor system does not have a reliable way to identify young arrestees 
and direct them to this court or other specialized programs.  
 

o Solution: Identify and divert youthful offenders into restorative justice 
programs. Laurie Eiserloh will work to put an experienced prosecutor 
between the police and the jail to identify people, especially young people, 
to divert away from the justice system and recommend into specialized 
programming. This prosecutor will divert young people to the Project 
Engage court, and other specialized programming. 
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• Problem: Too many young people have criminal records because of minor 
charges. Currently in Travis County, police charge defendants directly into the 
system, and this process leads to too many open criminal cases for relatively 
minor criminal infractions. 
 

o Solution: Expand pre-booking diversion. Laurie Eiserloh proposes 
expansion of pre-booking diversion programs by diverting young people 
before they are booked into the jail.  
 

• Problem: Parents living paycheck to paycheck cannot help their children 
clear their criminal records. Record expunctions, even for a simple arrest, can 
cost thousands of dollars.   
 

o Solution. Free expunction services. Laurie Eiserloh will institute a 
process whereby arrestees are notified about free expunction services 
available through the UT Law Clinic and will hold expunction clinics in 
conjunction with the Travis County District Attorney’s Office. She will 
facilitate communication with area schools about the place, date and time 
of such clinics. Such notification will be available in languages commonly 
spoken in area schools.  

 


